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(Translation on reverse)



Translation of Oyatosa column, 1995.

Conductor Dr. Paul Elliott Cobbs: Interview at Kamimuragakuen

On this special occasion, | have come as the conductor of the Seattle Northwest School
Orchestra, which has recently started a sister school relationship with Kamimuragakuen in
Kinoshitashi, Japan. This is my first visit to this country.

The Treaty Celebration Concert with the Kamimuragakuen Wind Ensemble was held
at Kagoshimashiminbunka Hall. The Rosy Variations was performed along with another
piece. The wind ensemble and | worked together wonderfully and | felt an overwhelming
amount of friendship despite cultural differences. A job of a conductor, | believe, is to
initiate the development of unity among individual musicians. | am very pleased to say that
the performance went extremely well.

Music to me is like a stream or a forest. Music is there when the water flows, and it
is also there when the wind blows through a forest. Music expresses emotion without
words. Itis truly a wonderful thing. Even if it is the same song, it sometime sounds
different when it is listened to for the second time than the first time. Music is altered
through time and by the people who receives and exchanges them. | believe that it is my
duty as a musician to collect together the ever-changing music and leave them behind for
the future generation.

So far | have traveled throughout the United States and Europe working with
symphonies such as the Michigan Opera, the Metropolitan Symphony, and the Reipchihi
Symphony. Someday | hope to have the opportunity to work with symphonies here in
Japan. | believe that the experiences | had during this trip are going to lead me to new start

in working in Asia.



